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Springtime at the McRae House. Built in 1902, this is one of the oldest farmhouses in Saanich

Aging in Place

Welcome to Spring!

Fred Haynes – Saanich Councillor

John Schmuck – President QCHCA

Housing diversity is important for
healthy, active aging.

Hello neighbours. Spring has always been my
favorite season as it is a time to enjoy renewal. My
fifth and final one-year term as president of the
QCHCA will end at our Annual General Meeting on
March 22nd. It has been a true pleasure to work in
this association for the betterment of our community
with our residents, business owners, property
developers, and various representatives of Saanich
Municipality.

The recent study by Isobel MacKenzie, the BC
Seniors Advocate, reported seniors express deep
concern around the affordability, availability and
appropriateness of their housing. They expressed
wanting to age as independently as possible in
their own homes and local communities.
Tackling housing needs is challenging and
Saanich is working with higher levels of
government to deliver these opportunities.

It is expected that current QCHCA vice-president
Susan Haddon will be standing to take over as
president of our association and I will be most
pleased to support her in my new role as past
president.

Cont’d page 2………
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As Chair of the Planning, Transportation and
Economic Development committee, I have worked
with a wide range of professionals to bring
recommendations to Council for actions that will
help improve opportunities for aging in place.

The QCHCA is your community association! It has
existed for the past twenty years to be a voice of the
residents in the Quadra Cedar Hill area on issues
that affect our community. We serve on many
committees such as the Shelbourne Valley Action
Plan, The UVIC Community Association Liaison
Committee, the Bowker Creek Initiative, and the
upcoming Douglas Corridor study.

As a result, Council approached the Province in
support of the BC Seniors Advocate’s
recommendation for a Homeowner Expense
Deferral Account program that allows senior
homeowners to use their home equity to offset
those major ongoing and exceptional expenses
associated with home ownership until their house is
sold.

We represent the community in responding to the
many development applications that come up within
our boundaries. We put on special events such as
the Fun in the Park picnics and the Music in the
Park concerts at Rutledge Park. And we act as
contact group for Saanich Municipality with the
residents in our area. It is always the hope that our
association acts fairly for all parties and behaves in
a dignified and respectful manner in all of our
dealings.

Saanich also supported amending the Residential
Tenancy Act and Strata Property Act and the Home
Adaptation for Independence (HAFI) program to
better protect tenants and owners who require nonstructural modifications to their units, such as grab
bars, flooring and to improve access, for up to
$20,000 per home in the form of forgivable loans.

I would like to make special mention of all of the
representatives of various groups that we have dealt
with over my time as president. In particular the
people who work for our Saanich Municipality have
been most gracious with their time, and show true
commitment towards the duties that they perform
daily on our behalf.

Working at the Union of British Columbia
Municipalities, we have approached the Federal and
Provincial Ministers requesting they implement a
new Home Renovation Tax Credit Program. Eligible
projects could include energy efficient heating,
insulation (e.g. replace asbestos-based insulation),
bathrooms, kitchens and safety.

Also special mention is deserved of all of the
dedicated individuals who have stood for elected
office and given so much of their time and energy to
make our community a better place. And finally I
thank all of the members of the QCHCA executive
who have volunteered their time and energy over
the years.

Focusing on the housing issues of seniors will help
Saanich be inclusive for all ages and improve our
quality of life.
If you have questions, concerns or suggestions as
to other aspects of this issue that you believe
Saanich should be addressing, or other topics within
the Planning, Transportation and Economic
Development Committee's mandate, we would like
to hear from you. Please email me at
fred@contactcanada.com

Thanks again for allowing me to represent the
Quadra Cedar Hill community. I do intend to
maintain an active role in our association affairs.
Very best wishes,

Best wishes!

John Schmuck, Outgoing President,

Fred Haynes, Saanich Council

Quadra Cedar Hill Community Association
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QCHCA 2015 Year in Review
John Schmuck – President QCHCA
What has your Community Association achieved
during the past year? Please have a look at some of
the highlights and let us know what you think and/or
what else we might be doing for our community:
Development applications: including consultations
with neighbors, Saanich staff and developers on 26
proposed projects:
•
•
•

•
•

Two multi-unit condos (Sophia, Shire)
Four subdivision applications (3724 Ascot, 1167
Clovelly, Erindale, 939 Falmouth)
Four commercial developments (Backfit/BMO,
Whole Foods, Tim Horton’s, Casino potential
sites)
Two rezoning RS6 to Townhouse (3974 Cedar
Hill X, 1032-1042-1052 Cloverdale)
Two Industrial applications (3934, 3950 Quadra)

Ducks galore at Kings Pond
Five public space/park consultations:
Playfair, Tolmie, Cecelia, Rutledge, Cedar Hill Parks
Environmental Initiatives:
• Pulling Together events at Playfair and Cedar
Hill Parks
• Two Bowker Creek Clean-ups and plantings
and one at Kings Pond Park
• Submission by QCHCA on EDPA
• Participating with Peninsula Streams re
Blenkinsop Creek

Four roads/trails consultations:
Cook Complete St, Cumberland-Judge pathway,
Duke-Bridgeport pathway, design for Cobb Lane
Three submissions to Saanich on public policy:
Strategic Plan, Five-year Financial Plan, Local Area
Plans
QCHCA Public Meetings/communications:
Five QCHCA public meetings with guest speakers,
published and delivered two newsletters and
maintain a website. We’ve drafted a QCHCA
strategic plan and invited your input and feedback.

Public events:
• Playfair Community Picnic (July 19, 2015)
• Two Rutledge Music in the Park concerts
• Graffiti Neighborhood Clean-up with Saanich
Police
• Community Christmas dinner Cedar Hill Golf
Clubhouse
• Three Hot Dog Sale fundraisers at
Lumberworld

Participation on Saanich-wide committees:
Bowker Creek Initiative, Shelbourne Valley Action
Plan, UVIC Community Association Liaison
Committee (CALC), SCAN Saanich Community
Association Network, Nigel Valley consultation
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Cedar Hill Park Walk – May 14th

Cedar Hill Campus Report
The Arts Centre at Cedar Hill
cedarhillarts.ca 250-475-7121

Rain or shine, Saturday May 14th will be a special
day! Join us for a first-ever Cedar Hill Park Walk,
organized by the Friends of Cedar Hill Park. It’s
fun, free and for the whole family. Between 1:00
and 4:00 pm, choose a self-guided tour to learn
about life on and beyond the Cedar Hill Park
trail. (Thanks to Saanich for a supporting
SPARKS grant!)

Children’s Arts Camps
Don’t forget to register for Spring and Summer Day
camps!
Developing skills and confidence through
imagination. We offer painting, crafts, pottery and
musical theatre camps all designed with fun in
mind!

During the afternoon, in seven scheduled events,
people will give brief presentations and answer
your questions. Learn the history of the McRae
family, and that of the Golf Club. Discover more
about the plants beside the chip trail; hear about
projects past and future of the Pulling Together
team. A short history of the creation of the park will
be presented and you can hear about the plan for
the golf course to achieve Audubon status.

Cedar Hill Recreation Centre
saanich.ca
250-475-7121
Come have a workout on the new cardio
equipment in our weight room including rowers,
elliptical trainers, steppers, arm ergometers, a
climb mill and lateral trainer.
After your workout, stop by the Gallery Café, now
open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
evenings from 5:30-9:30 pm.

Also, along the Park Trail there will be six
continuous presentations where knowledgeable
folks will answer your questions and provide
information. Visit Kings Pond, the Café Art Gallery
and the Bowker Creek Initiative at the wooden
bridge, open the door to McRae House or stand on
the verandah for a view of long ago.

Cedar Hill Golf Course
saanich.ca/golf 250-475-7151
Foot Golf
$9.00 for 9 holes! The goal is to use the least
number of kicks to put the ball into the hole. Call
250-475-7151 to reserve a tee time. For more
information, visit saanich.ca/golf

What’s in a name? Suggest a name for both the
wooden and steel bridges on the trail. Your
recommendations must tie the bridges to the
natural or human history of the Park; only the
names of deceased people are acceptable.
Please contact Coordinator, Barbara Latham 250385-7104: b.latham@shaw.ca, for more info.

Golf Discount Cards and Annual Passes
Go on sale March 21, 2016.
Events at Cedar Hill
From weddings to golf tournaments, meetings and
banquets, we’ve got you covered! Minutes from
downtown Victoria with panoramic views of the city
and Olympic mountains. Our attention to detail,
guest focus and desire to exceed expectations
make us a sought-after event location within the
community. With seating for up to 150 people, we
are your convenient spot for events.

Details are also presented on the Friends of Cedar
Hill Park website: www.friendsofcedarhillpark.com

Editor’s Update
QCHCA’s Community Roots Newsletter is published
twice yearly in the spring and fall. Suggestions and
comments to: prhaddon@gmail.com

For information, contact Geoff Parker
250-475-7156

Many thanks to the staff at Staples, Aristos Mail
and to all our volunteers who bring Community
Roots to your mailbox.
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EDPA input to Council

Around the Parks

Following extensive discussion on the
Environmental Development Permit Application
bylaw, the QCHCA Executive sent a letter to
Council, summarized below:

Rutledge Park
Saanich Parks and the QCHCA are working to
bring a Spray Pad and Washrooms to Rutledge
Park. Recently, students at Cloverdale Traditional
School voted on images of various spray pad
themes to help guide future concepts. An open

The QCHCA executive supports the EDPA but has
concerns about the processes that govern it
presently. We encourage (Council) to retain the
bylaw while addressing the following issues:

house at the park is planned for May. More
information to follow.

Camrose Park
A large area of this park on Maplewood caught fire
in the summer of last year. The park continues to
recover slowly. A team of volunteers under lead
steward Wylie Thomas has been replanting the
parks with indigenous plants and grasses.

1. The vision for Saanich's future, which the EDPA
process presumably will help achieve, should guide
the implementation process and needs to be more
clearly enunciated and show demonstrable links.
2. The complete bylaw needs to be clearly
communicated so people understand why it is
needed, what is and isn’t permitted under the
bylaw, and what arbitration process is in place to
resolve problems and grievances.

Playfair Park
Improvements to the pathways through the park
are underway. For the Playfair Pulling Together
volunteer schedule email: johnschmuck@shaw.ca

3. If there is a link between the EDPA and the
noxious weed bylaw, that link and its implications
need to be made clear.

Tolmie Park
This Darwin Street neighbourhood park is under
review by Saanich Parks through a public
consultation process.

4. ESAs that fall within parks and natural areas
should be governed by the same regulations as
those faced by homeowners who have portions of
their properties in these zones.

Bowker Creek
CRD’s Bowker Creek Initiative (BCI) and Saanich
staff are considering a project to restore “Reach
17” of the creek within Cedar Hill Park. The project
is contingent on funding. The restoration is part of
the BCI 100 Year Plan approved in principle by
Saanich in 2012 and could include a detention
pond, removal of invasive Golden Willow and
meandering the course of the stream.

5. The community needs to be meaningfully
engaged in decision-making to resolve outstanding
issues.
6. Consider revising the mandate of the
Environment and Natural Areas Advisory
Committee to advise Saanich staff and Council on
EDPA issues.

Cedar Hill Park
Following through on the Saanich Strategic Plan,
Council approved a Saanich Parks
recommendation that a Park Management Plan for
Cedar Hill Park be prepared. Saanich Parks will be
starting a process to consult the community on
their ideas and aspirations for the park starting this
year.

7. Mapping inaccuracies need to be corrected.
8. Saanich should accept reports from any
consulting biologist recognized by their BC-licensed
professional organization.
9. Consider incentives for ecologically-virtuous
behavior by property owners, education, access to
technical resources, and awards to increase
compliance.
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Donec
interdum

Airy Spring vacation accommodation now available for Frequent Flyers
- We need help with logistics involved with
putting on our three major events (two Music
in the Park evenings that take place from 6 –
8 pm on August 9 and 16, and our Summer
Picnic at Cedar Hill Park, 12 noon – 3 pm on
Sunday, June 26).

Your help needed!
Susan Haddon – QCHCA - Vice President
Your Association needs your help! Are you able to
serve as Membership Director, an Area
Representative or help on our Infrastructure or
Environment Committees? Your involvement will
help spread the workload, it’s a fun group of
individuals and it feels gratifying to be giving back to,
and helping shape the future of, our wonderful
community!!

- Are you interested in serving on or leading a
yet-to-be-formed Transportation or
Environment Committee? Or are there other
areas that hold more appeal? We’d love to
Consectetuer:
hear from you!

As you’ll read on page 8, Rikki Bowman, QCHCA
Membership Director for the past ten years, is retiring
in March and the Association is seeking someone to
take her place.

- We’re also interested in having a high school
or university student join the Executive.
- Lastly, we always need help distributing the
newsletter twice a year in March and
October. If you can help deliver the
newsletter in your neighbourhood, please let
us know.

In addition to needing a Membership Director, the
Executive is seeking community members interested
in serving in the following capacities:
- Might you be interested in serving on and/or
leading a Communications team? People with
social media skills would be particularly
appreciated.

If you are interested in any of the above, please
call or email me at 250-590-3856 or
susan.haddon2@gmail.com
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Chris Bartlett - Director, QCHCA

Dr. Trevor Hancock to speak at
QCHCA AGM on March 24

QCHC Association will be continuing the very
popular and entertaining 'Music in the Park'.
Saanich park performances will take place on
Tuesday evenings from 6:00-8:00 pm through the
summer. QCHCA events will be held at Rutledge
Park (Cloverdale Ave. & Inverness Rd.)

We’re excited to announce that Dr. Hancock will
be speaking on ‘Creating a healthy community
means putting people and the environment first’ at
our next AGM on March 24, 7 – 9 pm at Cedar Hill
Rec Centre. Please join us for what will certainly
be an interesting and informative presentation.

Music in the Park is back!

Tuesday, August 9th, 2016: 'Shaky Ground' will
entertain us with their popular Classic Rock

A Farmers Market in Saanich?

Tuesday, August 16th, 2016: 'Groove
Kitchen' knows how to have a good time with their
Funk, Latin and Soul music.

Shawn Newby, Director, QCHCA
I’ve always wondered why Saanich, the largest
municipality, doesn’t have its own market. Other
CRD municipalities have markets, including
Victoria’s Moss Street Market, Westshore’s
Goldstream Farmers Market, Sidney and Oak Bay’s
Street Markets.

Come join us for music, children’s
activities, food and fun!

QCHCA Picnic in Cedar Hill Park
- new location and date:

Last year I decided to do some research and
discovered that Saanich is not zoned to allow
temporary markets of any sort. The occasional
market has popped up “under the radar”.

We want to start your summer off on the 'right foot'
by celebrating together at Cedar Hill Park behind
the Cedar Hill Rec Centre. This event will take
place on Sunday, June 26th from 12 noon-3 pm

So it’s late February and I’m anxiously awaiting a
report to go before Saanich Council to change the
current zoning to allow Farmers Markets with fresh
local produce, baked goods, art and crafts and
entertainment.

Come join us for music, games, crafts, face
painting and BBQ hotdogs!

Let's celebrate summer!

If all goes well, a Saanich Farmers Market will come
to life this summer in the Reynolds School parking
lot. I am planning one big market as a pilot project
on a Sunday on a date “to be determined”. If this
market is successful, I hope to have a weekly event
in 2017.

Many thanks, John!........
After 5 years, our QCHCA President, John
Schmuck, is stepping down to become Past
President at our AGM on March 22nd. On behalf of
the members and executive of the Community
Association, we thank John for his enormous
contribution to the wellbeing of our community.

If you know local farmers, market gardeners or
artisans who would like to participate, please
contact me at shawn@shawnnewby.com

John has brought his considerable energy,
leadership and sense of humour to all the activities
of the Association throughout his term. We greatly
appreciate that he will continue to work for our
community as Past President.
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QCHCA Membership Report

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Our membership year runs from January to
December - have you renewed yet?

Cedar Hill Recreation Centre and Golf
Course – see page 4 for details.

Your membership contributions allow us to publish
this newsletter and bring many other services to our
community, summarized in QCHCA Year in Review
on page 3.

March 22th - QCHCA Annual General
Meeting – Speaker - Trevor Hancock
In addition to guest speaker, Trevor Hancock,
QCHCA will elect officers and directors of the
Association. Cedar Hill Recreation Centre 7 pm.
See article on page 7 for details.

Please support your Association’s work through
your continuing membership and encourage your
neighbours to join by completing the membership
form below and mailing it with your membership fee.
Alternatively, bring the form and fee to the AGM
meeting on March 22nd.

May 24th General Meeting
Cedar Hill Recreation Centre 7 pm, speaker
TBA.

I will be retiring from this position after the March
AGM. I encourage all members to actively
participate by volunteering to work on the QCHCA
Executive. It has been my pleasure to work with and
serve all the members of QCHCA!

May 14th, 2016 - Cedar Hill Park Walk
See article on page 4 for details.

Sincerely, Rikki Bowman, Membership
250-382-6197 email: rikkij@shaw.ca

June 26th, 2016 – QCHCA Family Picnic at
Cedar Hill Park, 11am – 3 pm. See article on
page 7 for details.

Heartfelt thanks to Rikki………

August 9, 2016 – Music in the Park, 6 – 8 pm
at Rutledge Park, see page 7 for details.

Many thanks to Rikki Bowman, QCHCA Membership
Director for the past ten years, for her invaluable
contributions! With Rikki’s retirement, we are
seeking a volunteer to serve in this role. For more
information, please call or email Susan Haddon at
250-590-3856 or susan.haddon2@gmail.com

August 16, 2016 – Music in the Park, 6 - 8 pm
at Rutledge Park, see page 7 for details.
Fall Community Roots Publication
Fall edition will be published in October 2016.

QCHCA Membership Application and Renewal Form
Name…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Postal code…………………Phone …………………………Email ………………………………………………………………
Area of special interest?
..............................................................................................................................
Membership fee is $10 per person per year. Payment enclosed $……………………………………………..
Complimentary Student membership? Please check here
Please send completed form and payment to: QCHCA c/o Rikki Bowman, 4 - 1164 Palmer Rd.
Victoria BC V8P 2H6
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